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    he Internal Revenue Service has issued a 
recent Private Letter Ruling that reaffirms former 
definitions of what constitutes a church.  
A church must have: 

1. A distinct legal existence
2. A recognized creed and form of worship
3. A definite and distinct ecclesiastical government
4. A formal code of doctrine and discipline
5. A distinct religious history
6. A membership not associated with any other church 
      or denomination
7. An organization of 
      ordained ministers
8. Ordained ministers selected after completing 
      prescribed studies
9. A literature of its own
10. Established placed of worship
11. Regular congregations
12. Regular religious services
13. Sunday schools for religious instruction of 
      the young
14. Schools for the preparation of ministers

The court further stated, “While some of these are 
relatively minor, others, e.g. the existence of an 
established congregation served by an ordained 
ministry, the provision of regular religious services 
and religious education for the young, and the 
dissemination of a doctrinal code, are of central 
importance.”  

The institution under scrutiny was not a church 
because it did not: 
1. Hold regular church services

2.  Have a body of believers who 
     regularly assembled to worship
3.  Have a defined congregation 
     of worshipers

4. Have an established place of worship
5. Conduct regular sacerdotal functions (weddings, 
      baptisms, confirmations, etc.

A ministry is not necessarily a church.  Only those 
organizations meeting the IRS’s definition of a 
church can receive tax-exempt status as a church.  
This is not to say there aren’t many unique ways 
ministry can be carried out.  However, we must 
not confuse a ministry with a church.

Teri Beyer, Secretary/
Treasurer
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Cancer – 
Five life-saving 
screening tests

Mammogram 
(Breast cancer) 
Every year for women age 40 
and older, in addition to an 
annual clinical breast exam.

Pap Smear 
(Cervical cancer) 
Start no later than age 21.  
Yearly with standard Pap or 
every two years with liquid 
Pap.

Manual Exam & 
PSA Blood Test 
(Prostate cancer) 
Every year, beginning at age 
50.  African-American men 
and others at higher risk for 
prostate cancer should begin 
screening at age 45.

Colonoscopy 
(Colorectal cancer) 
At age 50, or earlier if you 
have other risk factors.  The 
colonoscopy can find and 
remove polyps before they 
become cancerous.

ABCDE Skin Check
(Skin cancer) 
Self-check moles and spots 
monthly and see your 
doctor if you find changes in 
Asymmetry, Borders, Color, 
Diameter, and Evolution 
(or other changes.)

beginning their ministries. Some live in the 
USA, while others live far across the oceans.  
All have counted the cost to serve Christ; 
all have sacrificed the price of diamonds to 
answer the call. As a jeweler’s showcase is 
engulfed in light against a backdrop of dark 
velvet, these brilliant gemstones walk(ed) in 
light, dispelling the kingdom of darkness.  
The glory of God arose upon them, and the 
nations came, and are still coming, to the 
brightness of their rising. 

At our upcoming national convention in 
Spokane, Washington, June 27 – July 1, 2007, 
at the Red Lion in the Park Hotel, we will 
tell you the story.  One entire evening will 
be filled with dramas, DVDs, power point 
presentations, human and film videos, and 

more...a collage of historic windows to relive 
the incredible journey of OBC from Azusa 
Street to the present. For now (we are still 
praying and planning), this seminal, diamond 
anniversary event will probably be Friday 
evening, June 29th.

We have reached tentative agreement with 
Ron Luce, founder of Teen Mania and author 
of Battle Cry for a Generation, for Saturday 
evening.  Ted Haggard, pastor of the 12,000 
member New Life Church in Colorado 
Springs, and president of the National 
Association of Evangelicals, is returning for 
International Ministries night on Sunday.  
The convention will again welcome the 
International Field Directors Congress, 
bringing Open Bible national field directors 

I have so much to do that I shall spend the 
first three hours in prayer.
  Martin Luther

A revival of real praying would produce a 
spiritual revolution.
  E. M. Bounds

He who knows how to overcome with God in 
prayer has heaven and earth at his disposal.
  C. S. Spurgeon

Prayer is the only adequate way to multiply 
our efforts fast enough to reap the harvest 
God desires.
  Wesley L. Duewel

Jesus taught that perseverance is the essential 
element in prayer.
  E. M. Bounds

The word of God is the food by which prayer 
is nourished and made strong.
  E. M. Bounds

Give me one hundred preachers who fear 
nothing but sin, and desire nothing but 
God, and I care not a straw whether they be 
clergymen or laymen; such alone will shake 
the gates of hell and set up the kingdom of 
heaven on earth.
  John Wesley

In the midst of a generation screaming for 
answers, Christians are stuttering.
  Howard Hendricks

We finally put our program where our mouth 
is.  Instead of expecting the community to 
come to church, we decided to take the church 
to the community.
  Pastor Mark Krenz

Witnessing is that deep-seated conviction 
that the greatest favor I can do for others is to 
introduce them to Jesus Christ.
  Paul Little
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CHURCH LAW

STEWARDSHIP  STORIES

ESTATE  PLANNING

ATTENTION!
A search is 

underway for 
open bible 

authors and 
musicians!

We are assembling a list 
of all Open Bible authors 

and musicians to be 
published on the Open 

Bible Web site.

If you have written a 
book(s) or produced a 
CD(s), please send the 

information to

Mary Johnston
Open Bible Churches

2020 Bell Ave.
Des Moines, IA  50315

FAX – 515.288.2510
Email – 

mjohnston@openbible.org

         Book Briefs
Pastor Driven Stewardship
10 Steps to Lead Your Church to 
Biblical Giving
By Dr. Rod Rogers
Brown Books Publishing
254 pages

This book is well organized and easy to read. 
Unlike other stewardship books, Pastor Driven 
Stewardship includes not only extensive 
biblical teaching, but moves beyond theory to 
provide the reader with practical, step-by-step 
instructions, telling pastors exactly what to say 
and do to transform their people into generous 
givers. And it is non-labor intensive – no 
stewardship committees, energy-draining 
meetings, or awkward home visits.

Pastors not only dislike preaching about 
money – they do not know how. Only 
15 percent of pastors feel equipped 
to lead in church stewardship. Not 
surprisingly, most pastors almost never 
preach on giving. “This lack of pastoral 
teaching in the church is the primary 
explanation for the appallingly low 
giving we find in churches in America 
and around the world,” says Dr. Rod 
Rogers.

Rogers should know. While pastoring, 
he led his church to consecutive annual 
giving increases of 32, 23, 27, 19, and 18 
percent. At one point, 70 percent of his 
church members were tithing.
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