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hurches often sponsor activities which
are dangerous. Can your church eliminate
liability for injuries during these activities
through waiver of liability forms?  

If the person signing the form has reached
his majority (usually 18 years of age), that
person can waive liability. The form must
point out the kind of dangers inherent in
the activity. A general waiver of liability
form will
likely be
rejected by
the court
because a person must have notice of the
dangers he is taking to accept the liability
for those dangers. 

A person who has not reached his majority
CANNOT WAIVE LIABILITY nor can his
parents or guardians. Courts reason that the
injury or damage is to the participant who
will be forced to live with and suffer the
pain of the injury; therefore, only the partic-
ipant can waive the liability. A person who
has not reached his majority is not seen as

having the ability to make an informed
decision to waive the liability. Liability in
these instances will always rest with the
church. Make sure that your church’s liabil-
ity insurance will cover the activity. Some
activities are so inherently dangerous the
activity cannot be covered. Many others are
not covered without a separate insurance
rider. Be sure when you sponsor an activity
that your church is protected.

This article is
designed to provide
accurate and author-

itative information in regard to the subject
matter covered. It is presented with the
understanding that neither the author nor
the publisher is engaged in rendering legal,
accounting or other professional service. If
legal advice or other expert assistance is
required, the services of a competent pro-
fessional person should be sought. (From a
Declaration of Principles jointly adopted by
a Committee of the American Bar
Association and a Committee of Publishers
and Associations.)

Book Briefs

The 21 Most Powerful Minutes 
in a Leader’s Day
Revitalize Your Spirit and Empower Your
Leadership by John C. Maxwell,
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 224 pages

In the spirit of his best-selling The 21
Irrefutable Laws of Leadership and The 21
Indispensable Qualities of a Leader, John
Maxwell offers thoughts on crucial issues that
affect leadership success. These principles
will help any leader reach his or her full
potential. Twenty-one powerful statements
assist leaders in maximizing their assets and

overcoming their weaknesses, encouraging
them to lead with their hearts as well as their
minds. Daily readings help integrate and
apply each day’s material.

The Last Star
A New Novel by William Proctor,
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 288 pages

Is it the latest spy technology, a meteor, or a
UFO? No one can provide answers regarding
the mysterious light that has appeared in the
eastern sky. A diverse group of scholars and
scientists meets in Israel to investigate the
phenomenon, but they are soon caught in a
political and spiritual web. Uncertainty caus-
es worldwide panic! Pressure mounts to find
a scientific answer. But the team is deter-
mined to convince the world of its findings:
the light is the return of the Star of
Bethlehem, signaling Christ’s Second
Coming.
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WAIVER OF LIABILITY

Often, drivers who’ve 
had car accidents: 

Get less than six hours 
of sleep.
Stay awake for more than
20 hours at a stretch.
Drive between the hours 
of midnight and 6 a.m.
Work at least 60 hours 
a week.

Source: Highway Safety
Research Center, University
of North Carolina

Precious Sleep
Researchers found when 
people get only four hours 
of sleep a night, their blood
sugar levels and hormone
secretions change for the
worse. This results in 
symptoms that mimic 
age-related diseases such as
diabetes, high blood pressure
and memory loss.

"We found that an accumu-
lated sleep debt is potentially
as detrimental to health as
poor nutrition or a sedentary
lifestyle," said researcher Dr.
Eve Van Cauter.

Bottom line: We should try
to get at least eight hours of
sleep a night – preferably
more.

Source: Lancet, Vol. 354, 
No. 9188

Recently I was in a meeting with evangeli-
cal denominational leaders when the sub-
ject of church planting came up. Everyone
was doing something substantive in this
arena. But there was a great diversity over
the subject of how much money should be
put into a church plant. One man had just
met with an Episcopalian brother and dis-
covered they invested as much as a million
dollars in a single plant. Probably $20,000
to $50,000 was more representative among
those present. Then the leader of the
Vineyard movement spoke up:

"Our ceiling is $500. We have discov-
ered there is an inverse relationship between
the amount of money invested and the success 

of the plant. If a couple really has a rhema
word from God to go to a city and plant a
church, faith and obedience will build it, not
denominational finance." He went on to
explain that Vineyard strongly supported and
resourced planters in a relational way, and
their movement had grown to 500 churches 
in 20 years.

Faith is not always tied to finance; but it is
always outside our comfort zone. It may
mean overcoming fear to initiate an evan-
gelistic outreach. It may mean a call to
unusual generosity, or the courage to lead
a church through change. It could mean
leaving security for uncertainty. Whatever
else it is, one thing is certain: IT WILL
PLEASE GOD.

C
A Plan for Public 
School Prayer
1. Partner with a school in your neighbor-
hood. Send volunteers to work with 
students, teachers, or administrators 
(appreciation events, tutoring, etc.).
2. Pray for educators and school staff from
your congregation or nearby churches.
3. Send a person to the local school board
to: develop positive relationships with 
leaders; pray silently during meetings; bring
back information for prayer and action.
4. Commission Christian students and
teachers as missionaries to local campuses.
5. Cooperate with other churches to 
encourage the formation of Christian clubs
at nearby school campuses.
6. Host a Christian released-time opportu-
nity during the school day for students.
For information call Christian Educators Association
International at 1-626-798-1124, e-mail info@ceai.org, or
visit their Web site at www.ceai.org.
Adapted from "Action Plan for Churches" brochure by
Christian Educators Association

How to Become 
a Lighthouse
Prayer – List a few neighbors you know
right now and begin praying for them on a
regular basis.

Care – Seek ways to show your neighbors
you care – cultivate kindness through acts of
hospitality and friendliness. Host a block
party.

Share – Look for opportunities to share your
faith – a personal witness, the JESUS video,
gospel literature/tracts or an invitation to an
outreach event at your church.

Web site - www.lighthousemovement.com

Virtual Prayer
Journeys is a new Web
site that allows you to

take prayer journeys to
remote and needy areas
of the world right from
your computer. Photos

and text walk you
through five minutes 

of intercession. 
The Web address is: 

www.ozemail.com.au/~
sjhop/pe-intro.htm

Source: Light-House,
Houses of Prayer
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Ministry
Opportunities

Did you know the 
Open Bible Web site 

regularly posts ministry
opportunities?

www.openbible.org
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