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o churches have an obligation to screen
workers who will be working with children
at every level from nursery to youth?  The
answer is yes for two reasons.

1. Children are the most vulnerable 
members of the congregation and 
should be protected.

2. Negligent selection of workers is a 
common legal risk faced by 
churches 
today.

A recent court
ruling established clear rules for accom-
plishing this mission.

• Every worker, paid or volunteer, fills 
out an application form, listing 
references.

• Every reference is contacted and the 
question of suitability for work with 
minors is asked and answered.

• Criminal background checks are done.
• All candidates are interviewed and 

questions of past work with minors are 
asked and answered.

In addition, the following rules should also
be part of your plan:

1. Never use new church members as 
children’s workers.  The relationship 
between the worker and the church 
should be at least six months old.

2. No second chances.  If you place a 
person in a position of trust with 
children with knowledge of prior 
misconduct  (physical, sexual, etc.), the

church may view
that as mercy, but a
jury will view it as
gross negligence.

Once these rules are put in place, the church
must always follow them.  No exception
should be made. To have a plan and use it
only selectively is as bad as having no plan
at all.

* Bad News!  The IRS has appealed the tax court ruling
which would have allowed a minister to claim housing
allowance in excess of the fair market rental value of his
or her home, to the ninth circuit federal court of appeals.
If you rely on that tax court ruling now, you risk a 
judgment against you should the decision be overturned
by the court of appeals.  I’ll keep you posted, but expect
the answer to be at least a year away. Book Briefs

Church Next:
Quantum Changes in How We Do Ministry, 
by Edmund Gibbs, Donald A. McGavran,
Professor of Church Growth, InterVarsity
Press, 239 pages

With vigor and insight Gibbs proposes nine
areas in which churches will need to change
from living in the past to learning how to
engage the present – and how they can move
from being market-driven to being mission-
oriented, from trying to attract crowds to
seeking the lost, and from having dead ortho-
doxy to having a living faith.

Let Go of the Ring 
by Ralph Moore, Straight Street 
Publishing, 240 pages

•  Why is it so important to set up a Bible
based model to equip ordinary people 
to do God’s work?

•  Why is “letting go of the ring” of 
authority and power so vital to a young 
pastor’s success for fruitful ministry? 

This book chronicles the story of Hope
Chapel and Ralph Moore’s struggle to give
God the “ultimate authority” in his life and
church, and how, when he finally “let go of
the ring,” his ministry was greatly blessed. 

It’s a book about friendships and values.  The
values detailed throughout the book provide
a frame on which to build your ministry phi-
losophy and a great tool to reinforce those
values with a budding leadership team. 

You can order by calling 800-711-9369 or for
more information:  www.straightstreet.com

Teri Beyer,
Secretary/Treasurer
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Cancer specialists 
offer tips for preventing

melanoma:
•  Avoid the sun, especial-
ly when the ultraviolet rays
are most intense, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.

•  Cover up. Wear wrap-
around sunglasses with
high ultraviolet absorption,
hats with broad brims and
long-sleeved shirts and
pants.

•  Liberally apply sun
screen. In Australia and
Hawaii, where more people
use sun screen now, the
melanoma rate is falling.
Sun screens should protect
against ultraviolet A and B
and have an “SPF” of at
least 15.

For more information,
check with the American
Cancer Society at 800-227-
2345 or online at
www.cancer.org, and the
National Cancer Institute at
800-422-6237 or at
www.nci.nih.gov.

Eat More to 
Weigh Less

Eating five or six small
meals per day is healthier
and more conducive to los-
ing weight than three large
meals.  Small portions dis-
tributed throughout the day
step up your metabolism
and help to burn calories
more efficiently over a
longer period of time.

people; not about events but evangelism;
not about buildings but broken lives; not
about conferences but about child-like faith
in obedience to God’s Word.  

We can fill our days and weekends with
the rat race of expended energy.  There is
plenty to do to stay busy.  But if our activi-
ty does not translate into harvest produc-
tivity, we are just fooling ourselves (albeit
not God).  Let’s covenant together to get off
the merry-go-round for a moment, listen to
God about the swelling harvest that is 

going unattended, then do something
intentional. And then let’s keep doing it.
God is “watching to see that [His] word is
fulfilled” (Jeremiah 1:12).

My dream is for every leader/pastor in
Open Bible to be able to answer specifically
the questions “Where are you (or your
church) going?” and “How are you (or
your church) going to get there?”  On the
mountain God gave Moses an exact pattern
to make the tabernacle.  Then God admon-
ished, “Set up the tabernacle according to
the plan shown you on the mountain”
(Exodus 26:30).  That is why I am such a 

D
Man is never so tall as when he kneels
before God – never so great as when he
humbles himself before God.  And the
man who kneels to God can stand up to
anything.

Louis H. Evans

In prayer it is better to have a heart
without words than words without 
a heart.

John Bunyan

God does nothing but in answer 
to prayer.

John Wesley

A day without prayer is a boast 
against God.

Owen Carr

We must move from asking God to take
care of the things that are breaking our
hearts, to praying about the things that
are breaking His heart.

Margaret Gibb

I care not where I go, or how I live, or what I
endure, so that I may save souls.  When I
sleep I dream of them; when I awake they
are first in my thoughts... No amount of
scholastic attainment, of able and profound
exposition, of brilliant and stirring eloquence
can atone for the absence of a deep, impas-
sioned, sympathetic love for human souls.

David Brainerd
The Great Commission is not an option to be
considered, but a command to be obeyed.

J. Hudson Taylor
Christian mission is the only reason for our
being on earth.

Andrew Murray
The highest form of selfishness is that of the
man who is content to go to heaven alone.

J.C. Ryle
The possession of the good news of the
gospel involves the obligation to share it.

William Barclay

Bill Caskey, an 
architect in Charlotte,

North Carolina, has
launched a Web site

called “Church Builder
University” which he
subtitles “Everything

you ever wanted to 
know about planning

and building your
church, but don’t know

who to ask.”  This 
Web site deals with

church design, 
construction, financing,

and contracts.  
The address is

www.churchbuilderu.com

If you are entering into a
building program,

prayerfully select an
expert who can guide

you through this 
complex journey!

Architect
Launches

Church
Building
Web Site
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advice or other expert assistance is required, the services of a competent professional person should be sought. (From a Declaration of
Principles jointly adopted by a Committee of the American Bar Association and a Committee of Publishers and Associations.)




