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inisters may exempt themselves from 
self-employment taxes for ministerial earn-
ings by filing a timely 4361 Form if they
HAVE A RELIGIOUS CONVICTION
against RECEIVING government insurance
– not a conviction against PAYING  it.
Many ministers have exempted them-
selves
unethically
because they
did not
understand
that provision. Some ministers who opted
out of Social Security have wanted to
rejoin once they realized they were not
qualified to receive Medicare benefits - and
that health insurance over the age of 65
was nearly impossible to obtain.  
However, they were not permitted to
revoke their exemption.

In December 1999, Congress opened a 
window of time during which ministers
may revoke their exemption. Those who
do so must begin paying self-employment
taxes as of either January 1, 2000, or
January 1, 2001. In order to avoid paying
several quarters of back taxes, ministers

may file a form
anytime this year
and elect to begin
paying taxes as of
January 1, 2001.

You must file form 2031, Revocation of
Exemption from Social Security Coverage by
Certain Members of the Clergy.

I URGE YOU TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
THIS WINDOW AND REVOKE YOUR
EXEMPTION FOR ETHICAL AS WELL AS
PRACTICAL REASONS.  

Book Briefs

Leadership That Works 
by Leith Anderson, Bethany House, 1999, 
196 pages

With personal stories, Anderson illustrates
how leadership in the church has changed
as we enter the 21st century.

He explores in depth the ways people’s
expectations of leaders have changed over
the years and how to understand and
interpret these changes. He focuses on the

importance of relationships in a culture rife
with individualism. This book offers hope,
encouragement and practical help for pas-
tors and lay leadership alike.

Developing a Vision for Ministry 
by Aubrey Malphurs, Baker Books, 1999,
234 pages

Vision is absolutely essential for effective
ministry. Vision for ministry is both per-
sonal and institutional. The personal side
deals with the individual’s unique design:
spiritual gifts, natural talents, tempera-
ment, leadership style, etc.  Institutional
vision relates to the ministry of the church
or organization. Finding the right "fit"
between individuals and organizations
enhances effectiveness, reduces burnout,
and shapes group strategy. The steps to
developing vision are outlined, i.e., defin-
ing and developing it, communicating and
implementing it, and preserving it.

Teri Beyer,
Secretary/Treasurer of 
Open Bible Churches.
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STEWARDSHIP  STORIES

REVOKING AN EXEMPTION 
FROM SOCIAL SECURITY

“Most Likely” to Quit 
an Exercise Program

• Tend to take up a 
strenuous activity, rather 
than a moderate one

• Try to do “too much 
too soon”

• Have family and friends 
who don’t exercise

• So many irons in the fire 
they can’t take care 
of themselves

Source: President’s 
Council on Physical 
Fitness and Sports

Head Colds
A recent study of nearly 300
healthy adults found that the
following things make one 
more susceptible to head 
colds: too little exercise 
(two or fewer workouts a 
week), too little sleep, a low
dietary intake of vitamin 
C (85 mg or less/day),
and smoking.

Source: Journal of the 
American Medical 
Association, Vol. 277, 
No. 24

Computer Connection:
S e r m o n  R e s o u r c e  S i t e s  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t

The Internet is so huge it can be like look-
ing for a book in a library without a catalog
system. Let me help you find your way
through this maze. Here are four of the best
sites Mark Hardgrove found for sermon
preparation helps.

The Desperate Preacher’s Site:
www.javacasa.com/dps/
This site is more than a sermon source; it
includes links for Biblical studies, humor,
children’s sermons, seasonal sermons 
and more.

The Christian Connection:
www.webzonecom.com/ccn/sermons
/sermons.htm
Sermons by well-known preachers of the

past and present. A wealth of both sermon
material and illustrations.

Sermons on the Internet:
www. joywell.org
A site maintained by Assemblies of God
pastor Roger Griffith. You’ll find a wealth of
Pentecostal sermons here.

Sermon Resources:
www.chofgod.org/resource.htm
This site, with a rich diversity of material
mainly from Pentecostal pastors and 
evangelists, is maintained by the Church 
of God.  It is fairly easy for Pentecostal
preachers to have their outline or 
manuscript submissions accepted here.

M
Prayer
"Whenever God is ready to do something

new in His people, He always sets them to
praying."

Dr. J. Edwin Orr – after 60 years of 
studying revival, which earned 
him three Ph.D.s

"Whenever the Church has been aroused,
and the world’s wickedness arrested,
somebody, somewhere has been praying."

A.T. Pierson

"Every revival in history can be traced
back to a single kneeling form."

D. L. Moody

"When we work – we work; when we 
pray – God works."

Max Lucado

"Real prayer comes not from gritting our
teeth, but from falling in love."

Richard Foster

Evangelism
How can you have eyes for the harvest

(needy people), if you don’t have the har-
vest (needy people) in your eyes?   

Harvest eyes don’t come from committee
action; they come from "looking at the
fields."

You can’t borrow vision, just like you 
can’t see with someone else’s glasses!

The difference between visionaries and
dreamers is that visionaries wake up.

The walls and roof of the church are to
protect us from wind and rain – not from
people in our community.

God can do anything!! But don’t expect
Him to do what He called, commanded
and commissioned you to do.

“Kay and I have
been praying

about a way to use
the royalties from

The Purpose 
Driven Church to
help pastors and

church leaders.
We decided to

build an Internet
site to provide free

e-mail accounts
and other free

Internet services
for pastors and
church leaders.
The web site is:

www.pastors.com.
Fifty of the most

respected pastors
in America have

agreed to serve on
the Pastors.com

Resource Board.”
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