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ost ministers are employees for IRS
purposes and cannot use Schedule C to
deduct their business expenses.  Therefore,
churches should establish accountable
reimbursement plans crafted and
approved in the minutes of the church
board.  The minister must present a receipt
for each
expense
reimbursed.
If a church
reimburses
expenses for a minister without requiring
receipts, that plan is not accountable and
ALL AMOUNTS PAID TO THE MINISTER
ARE TAXABLE INCOME.  The board must
determine which expenses can be 
reimbursed and what amount of expenses
the church will reimburse.  A church 
CANNOT reduce a minister’s salary in
order to fund the accountable 

reimbursement plan.  Many churches grant
ministers an auto allowance each month
without asking for substantiation of miles
driven.  All of this auto allowance is
income.  However, if the church requires
substantiation of miles driven, it may
reduce the amount of income which must

be reported at the 
federal rate (this
year 34.5 cents per
mile).  If the 
minister exceeds

the allowance, he or she may claim the
extra as a business expense under a 
formula developed by the IRS.  If the 
minister receives more allowance than
miles driven, the extra allowance received
must be shown as W-2 income.  If you
have questions about how you reimburse
your pastor, let me help you set up a 
proper accountable reimbursement plan.

Book Briefs

The Urban Christian 
by Ray Bakke, InterVarsity Press
202 pages

With half of the world’s five billion people
currently living in cities, the church has a
responsibility to train people to live with
and minister to the unique needs of the
hurting rich and the hurting poor of the
city.  Bringing over twenty years of urban
ministry experience, Ray Bakke offers the
building blocks needed to love this young,
rootless, mobile, media-tuned, and often
forgotten population.  Here is practical,
time-tested wisdom on what the church can
and is doing in worship, work, and witness
in the city.

Teri Beyer,
Secretary/Treasurer of 
Open Bible Churches
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For tips on staying fit visit
AARP’s brand new, online
Wellness Center.  It highlights
information on fitness, nutrition,
stress management, and disease
prevention.  Check it out at
www.aarp.org/wellness.

Here’s a couple of tips from this
Web site regarding 
Managing Stress:

Taking Time for You –
Finding time for a little 
solitude can be a big challenge.
The over-scheduling that is so
much a part of American life
leaves many people hungry for
time alone.  You might need to
schedule your “down” time just
like you schedule business meet-
ings and lunch appointments.
The restorative power of time
alone can stimulate creativity,
clarify your thoughts, and
improve understanding of your
relationships.

Time Savers – Here are
some ways to save time and
reduce stress at work:

Set aside an hour a day
to return non-urgent phone calls,
instead of letting the phone dis-
tract you throughout the day.

Close your door at the 
same time each day to get your
creative work done.

Get help organizing
your office files in a way that
works best for you.

Concentrate on results.
Complete the project that will
result in the most important 
outcome for you.  Raise that 
project to top priority and use
your high-energy time of day to
work on it.

Look at this Mt. Plains list of visionaries:

Billings, MT John & Missy Bluebaugh
Boulder, CO Jack & Lorna Sherwood
Castle Rock, CO J.R. & Yvonne Polhemus
Colorado Springs, CO Ray & Rebecca Larson
Colorado Springs, CO Keith & Bernideen Canfield
Cody, WY Eric & Tracy Halvorson
Littleton, CO Tim & Gayla Bagwell
Gillette, WY Don & Jeannine Wight
Hardin, MT Dick & Judy Morissette
Huron, SD Mark & JoAnne Sargent
Manhattan, MT Dennis & Tammi Reanier
Omaha, NE Bill & Wanda Jimenez
Rapid City, SD Les & Sharon Potts
Thermopolis, WY David & Mary Jo Cypher

But do buildings always translate to the
harvest?  In a theoretical framework, the

answer is no.  We have plenty of evidence:
empty churches.  In fact, many church
planters envision churches without walls,
i.e., neighborhood cells that keep dividing.
They see facilities as dead last among their
priorities and would exclaim: “I have never
seen a church die because of too much
evangelism, but I have seen them die
because of too much debt.”  

But in a practical context, and in today’s
postmodern world, well-designed and 
decorated facilities can be a positive factor
in the bridge-building process toward 
relationships…and that is the prelude to
salvation and discipleship.  As we are all
learning in evangelism, people often have
to belong before they believe…and a fully
equipped gymnasium, a cool youth hang-
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Free Magazine
Supscription

The magazine Your Church is
distributed free of charge to

pastors and church leaders at
church addresses.  For free

subscriptions or address
changes, write to Your Church,
P. O. Box 642118, Omaha, NE

68164 or call 800/632-2738.
Online – For information

about Your Church see:
www.christianitytoday.com.

Web Sites
ChurchPlaza just launched

their Web site,
www.ChurchPlaza.com, 

that brings together thousands
of items – from pews and 

pulpits to copiers and phone
systems – in a single online

store for pastors, church 
leaders and administrators.

This Web site calculates just
about everything – retirement

benefits…car prices…
mortgage payments…foreign

currency exchange…even how 
much wallpaper to buy.  

www-sci.lib.uci.edu/HSG/
RefCalculators.html.
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(Barns for the Harvest, continued from page 1)
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This article is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information in regard to the subject matter covered. It is presented with the
understanding that neither the author nor the publisher is engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other professional service. If legal
advice or other expert assistance is required, the services of a competent professional person should be sought. (From a Declaration of
Principles jointly adopted by a Committee of the American Bar Association and a Committee of Publishers and Associations.)

Prayer &Evangelism
Prayer is the language of a man burdened
with a sense of need.

E. M. Bounds

Prayer is the most difficult and costly
activity of the Christian.

Alan Walker

Let me burn out for God.  After all, what-
ever God may appoint, prayer is the great
thing.  Oh, that I may be a man of prayer!

Henry Martyn

Pray till you pray.
D. M. McIntyre

Because God is the living God, He can
hear; because He is a loving God, He will
hear; because He is our covenant God, He
has bound Himself to hear.

C. H. Spurgeon

Why do Christian men have more passion
for sports and business deals than they do
for the harvest (lost people)?

Coach Bill McCartney

Evangelism is not so much a one-way pre-
sentation as it is a two-way conversation.

George Hunter

There are 40 million urban poor in
America who will not darken the door of a
church this year.  Who will go?

Keith Phillips

We are not in this world just to declare
propositional truths and get people to
agree with us.  We are in this world to be
God’s love personified – to be the kingdom
of God.

Tony Campolo

Journey to The Center 
of The City
by Randy White, InterVarsity Press
144 pages

When you get involved with city
ministry, you’re in for some adven-
ture – and you see God at work!
Randy and Tina White left suburbia
with their two young sons to join
believers living in a disadvantaged
area of Fresno, California.  Through
their family’s story, you will learn
more about God’s heart for the city,
and you’ll see ways you might
make a difference there too.

“This is a great book.  It is down-to-
earth, filled with real-life situations
about the city.  It explains how to get
the job done.”

Tony Campolo




