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t is possible the answer is no.  Open Bible
Policies and Principles, Article IV, Section 3,
Paragraph 1 makes the pastor an officer of the
church.  There is a statutory prohibition on
loans to officers or directors of non-profit cor-
porations in 27 states.  In those states, if a
board makes
a loan to an
officer or
director, each
board member who votes to approve the loan
is personally, jointly and severally liable to
the corporation for repayment of the loan.  

If you live in a state where such loans are not
prohibited, there are still three tax issues that
should be considered.  1) Does the loan result
in taxable income to the recipient? If the loan

is given at no or below-market interest, the
answer may be yes.  2) Does the loan consti-
tute private inurement of the assets of the cor-
poration to a member of the non-profit corpo-
ration?  If the loan is given with either the
intent that it will be forgiven or the effect that

it is forgiven, the answer
could be yes.  
3) What will happen if
the loan is never repaid?

This is a question of fiduciary responsibility
for the board members.  If the loan was not a
good fiduciary risk, the board members
MIGHT be liable to repay the loan to the 
corporation.  All loans given should 
reasonably be expected to benefit the 
corporation (not the recipient) and should 
be arm’s length transactions.  

Book Briefs

Surprising Insights From The
Unchurched and Proven Ways 
to Reach Them
By Thom S. Rainer, Zondervan
290 pages

What makes this book unique is that the people
surveyed are not the unchurched, but the 
formerly unchurched.  These new Christians
clearly voice what factors led them to Christ.  
A number of myths are shown untrue.

Rainer combines the results of excellent
research with a wealth of real-life stories.
The book is especially useful to pastors as the
results show the importance of the pastor’s
role in reaching the unchurched.  An entire
chapter is devoted to “preaching that 
connects with the unchurched.”  This book
will fuel your evangelistic passion.  

Reviewed by Brett Nelson, AGTS student

Building a Church of Small 
Groups: A Place Where Nobody
Stands Alone
By Bill Donahue and Russ Robinson,
Zondervan                         
219 pages

This book explores the transformation of one
large suburban church, as it made a shift
from seeker-oriented worship to a total
restructuring of its disciple-making groups.
It also presents a balanced guide of principles
that can be useful to any church of any size
as it examines its own mission.  A strategy to
work through change is presented.

Part three presents useful information on
group development through effective leader-
ship enlistment and training.  Part four 
provides a comprehensive overview of the
procedures for implementing dynamic 
ministry.  This book challenges pastors with
an experience-based and biblically grounded
model for developing effective volunteer
leadership for discipling all believers.

Reviewed by Vic Ostrom, Ed.D

Teri Beyer,
Secretary/Treasurer
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CAN THE CHURCH MAKE A LOAN
TO THE SENIOR PASTOR?

My Achin’ Back:
7 Things You Can 
Do To Prevent 
Lower Back Pain
1. Watch your posture.
Keep your body in 
alignment, with ears over
shoulders over torso over
hips over heels

2. Avoid sitting or standing
in one position for too long.
Change positions frequently.

3. Exercise regularly. Aim
for 30 minutes of aerobic
exercise every day, and do
strength and flexibility exer-
cises for your stomach and
back muscles.

4. Keep your weight 
where it belongs. Fat around
your stomach – the potbelly
syndrome – pulls the natural
curve of your spine forward,
and your back muscles will
eventually complain.

5. Lift and move objects
properly. If moving the object
off the ground, bend your
knees and squat as close to
the load as possible.  Stand
on a footstool to move an
overhead object, tighten your
stomach muscles and bring it
down with a slow, smooth
motion.

6. Stress less and maintain
a positive attitude. Stress
and negative emotions can
cause the muscles in your
lower back to tighten, 
producing back pain similar
to a tension headache.

7. Use common sense.
Watch out for high-risk
sports like football.  Warm 
up properly before any 
activity.  Ask for help when
an object is too heavy.

Golfer Ben Hogan was in a tournament
when he hit his ball into the rough.
Arriving first at his ball, he accidentally
stepped on a twig, which in turn moved
his ball about an inch.  “Oh no,” he
moaned, “that just cost me a stroke.”  

Shocked, his caddy responded, “Surely not!
You didn’t do that on purpose, and besides,
no one saw it.”  

Without hesitation Hogan replied, “I saw it
– and that is enough!  Give me the stroke.”  

There is a reason that kind of integrity is
hard to find in our society.  It is because
there is not an accepted standard.  “Doing
right” means there must be a standard of

rightness. When society rejects the concept
of absolute rightness, in favor of relativism,
the outcome is always anarchy.  Take for
instance this true story from 1853.  Three
railroad tracks converged on Erie,
Pennsylvania, from different directions.
When joined, the entire territory was to be
open to rail transportation.  A huge celebra-
tion was planned.  But when the work
crews arrived in Erie they discovered their
tracks (miles and miles of track) were dif-
ferent widths.  Oops, the industry was still
new – there was no standard. Who would
be willing to tear up months of work?  And
who would pay for it?  A bloody massacre
ensued.  Police and sheriff deputies were
called. Even women were burgeoning one
another with sledgehammers to defend
their men. No standard means anarchy!!  

I
In prayer it is better to have a heart without
words than words without a heart.

John Bunyan

We must move from asking God to take
care of the things that are breaking our
hearts, to praying about the things that are
breaking His heart.

Margaret Gibb

Nothing lies beyond the reach of prayer,
except that which lies outside the will of God.

For us to spend and be spent in the Lord’s
work when the life is prayerless is one of
the devil’s great victories.

Satan trembles when he sees the weakest
saint upon his knees.

Compiled from The Cream Book, Moody Press

Loving-kindness has converted more 
sinners than either zeal, eloquence or 
learning.

You can test all your big sentiment about
love for humanity by what you are doing
for a single individual.

The most valuable sermons are when 
one person is the preacher and one is the
congregation.

The torch of Christianity may be lit in
church, but it does its burning in the 
market place on the street.

Compiled from The Cream Book, Moody Press

Sunday Service Help
A FANTASTIC site designed to

breathe new life into 
Sunday services is

www.teamSundays.org, 
recommended by Pastor 

Jim Tarr of  Largo, Florida.  I
visited this site and it is great!

Worship Music and
Christmas Musical

Not only does Aardvark Hill,
www.aardvarkhill.com, offer

an enchanting Christmas
musical - A Mouse Christmas,

but they also have a select
offering of exceptional 

contemporary worship music
for all ages and all sizes 

of congregations.

Movie Helps
Ted Baehr’s website,

www.movieguide.org offers
free access to currently 

running movies that are rated
according to quality, 

worldview elements, 
and acceptability for a conser-

vative Christian audience.

Focus on the Family’s site,
www.family.org/pplace/pi/films,

provides reviews of movies,
music, and TV.  The website

includes an extensive archive
of previously reviewed films.
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