
Health
Hints

efore February 1 each year, churches
distribute W-2 forms to employees and 1099
Miscellaneous forms to non-employees.
Questions often arise concerning the use of
these forms.  Almost always, pastors are
employees of the church for purposes of the
IRS (even though they are ALWAYS self-
employed for pur-
poses of Social
Security).  Therefore,
pastors should receive a W-2 form.  

1099 Miscellaneous forms are given to non-
employees, LLC’s, Sole Proprietorships and
Partnerships who have received $600 or
more in compensation during the year. (Full
corporations need not receive 1099s.)  In a
church setting, the most likely recipients of a
1099 Miscellaneous form are guest speakers
or evangelists for whom love offerings have

been collected and service providers who do
snow removal, lawn care, custodial work,
web hosting/design, legal work, etc.

All persons and organizations, such as
those above, to whom you pay monies must
provide you either with their Social Security

numbers or their
Federal ID numbers
prior to services being

performed.  If a service provider refuses to
give you this information, you should 
either refuse to allow them to perform the
services or withhold 31% from their total 
compensation as “backup withholding.”
This will not make you popular with the
recipient of the funds, but it will keep you
in good standing with the IRS and allow
you to report properly to them each April.

Book Briefs

Jesus Freaks
Volume I, Albury
Volume II, Bethany House Publishers
dc Talk & The Voice of the Martyrs
385 pages

Stories Christian youth are devouring! Over
500,000 copies of Volume I have been sold.
Not since Foxe’s Book of Martyrs has there
been a greater compilation of those who
stood for Jesus – to the point of death.
Includes more than 100 moving accounts –
spanning the earliest days of Christianity to
the present (an estimated 164,000 died for
Christ in 1999). Jesus Freaks profiles the 42
nations suffering the greatest persecution. 

Courageous Leadership
By Bill Hybels
Zondervan
253 pages

Bill Hybels, founding and senior pastor of
Willow Creek Community Church and
Chairman of the Willow Creek Association
Board, waited 30 years to write this book on
the strategic importance of the spiritual gift
of leadership.  As he pastored the fledgling
church and weathered the storms of 
amazing growth and change, his thoughts
on leadership deepened and crystallized.
Now, in Courageous Leadership, he shares the
passionate cry of his heart: The local church is
the hope of the world, and its future rests in the
hands of its leaders.  Bill Hybels writes
Courageous Leadership for local church 
leaders, the people who have the potential
to be the most influential force in the world.

Teri Beyer,
Secretary/Treasurer

PROPER USE OF IRS 1099
MISCELLANEOUS FORM

You Are
What You Drink
Since 1978, U.S. soda 
consumption has risen by 40%,
paralleling the dramatic rise of
obesity in America.  Over the
same period, juice consumption
has increased by 22%.  Even the
consumption of “designer” 
coffees and prepared teas has
risen dramatically over the 
past 10 years. Dr. Richard D.
Mattes says, “If we’re going to
drink large amounts of (high-
calorie) beverages, we have to
adjust our diet (by eating less).
Calories do still count.”

Slurping soda piles on more
pounds than scarfing down
the same number of calories in
solid food.  A study published
last year in the International
Journal of Obesity says people
who drink their excess calories
do not compensate for it as
well as people who consume
the extra calories in food.

Winter Blues?
With the sun setting earlier,
folks with seasonal affective
disorder (SAD) start to feel
lousy.  This type of depression,
occasionally severe, happens in
winter months and appears to
be directly related to 
diminishing daylight.  Dr. Weil
recommends increasing your
exposure to full spectrum 
lighting.  Even in small
amounts, this is a very effective
treatment.  “Light boxes” are
now used by many sufferers.
These devices mimic sunlight,
and most studies find that
daily, early morning sessions
(15 minutes to two hours) can
bring improvement within a
week.  A second treatment is to
exercise outdoors in the middle
of the day and occasionally face
the sky.

Ray Smith, my predecessor who served 25
years in this office. The sound of his name
somehow released a torrent of affection
and affirmation.  It was a God moment…
and I record it here to underscore the
power of one life.

Paul Parker spoke first. “We were at a
church planter’s assessment workshop in
Phoenix.  I was feeling rejected by my
father, who was struggling with my 
calling and choice of vocation.  Ray didn’t
know about my dad, but walked up to 
me and said ‘Paul, my son.’  Oh how I
needed that…it was a voice from heaven.”

Ken Groen quickly followed: “I was a 
student at Asbury Seminary.  Times were
tough. The phone rang. ‘Hi Ken, this is

Ray Smith.  I wanted you to know I was
thinking about you and praying for you.’
I needed that call – it was strategic and
never forgotten.” 

“I got a call too,” Jim Beaird countered.
“But not one…several.  I would be at 
the church working, and Ray would take 
the time to call.  He always spoke an
encouraging word into my life.”

We could sense what God was doing,
though it was not planned.  There was no
need to fabricate or prime a dry pump.  

Ray’s life filled our wells of memory with
living water.  Randall Bach spoke next.

“When called to the national office, I was 
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Prayer is not the only thing we do, but it 
is the first thing we do, and the most
important thing we do.

Paul Cedar

Parishioners don’t want programs – they
want to be put on the edge of their seats
with the presence of God.

George Otis, Jr.

Every time we think of God, we are 
praying.

Anonymous

God does nothing but in answer to prayer.
John Wesley

If God doesn’t do anything – we don’t have
to do anything.  That’s why we pray first.

Paul Cedar

Genuine revival is not about growing a
congregation.  It is about the community
being transformed.

George Otis, Jr.

If your church was gone tomorrow, would
your community notice?

Anonymous

Do you know why attendance spiked, then
fell off sharply after 9/11?  Because
unchurched people went to church, then
remembered why they didn’t want to be in
church.

Mission America Conference 2002

Jesus said of the tares and wheat, “Let
them both grow together.”  We are not
called to be weed whackers!  If you think
culture is the enemy, you will become an
isolationist.

Leith Anderson

Check Out
These Links

You can sign up to receive
Intercessors for America’s

midweek On Watch in
Washington Alert at:

www.ifapray.org

Visit www.currentthoughts.com
to see what’s hot in Christian

and secular periodicals, books,
web sites and more

You can join the Presidential
Prayer Team at: www.

presidentialprayerteam.org

For free sample sermon 
downloads go to

www.SermonSearch.com 

For verse searches and several
translations of the Bible 

available for each verse visit
www.BibleGateway.com

Thank You from
the Farmer Family

Words cannot express the
gratitude Ramona, Andrew,

and I feel for the many cards,
emails, and phone calls we
received when Dad passed
away.  Thank you for your

outpouring of love, sympathy,
and care during our time of
loss.  We were comforted to

know Dad and my sister spent
Christmas with Jesus this year.

Resource
Recap
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