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ince 1995, IRS audit guidelines have listed
gifts to ministers as income.  Commissioner
v. Duberstein, 363 U.S. 278, 285 (1960)
defines gifts
as proceeding
from “a
detached and
disinterested generosity” and as being 
motivated by “affection, respect, admira-
tion, charity or like impulses. The donor’s
intent is the most important factor. Certain
factors make the gift more likely to be tax-
able: 1) the church adjusts or formulates the
minister’s salary based on the usual amount
of the special offerings, or 2) the contribu-
tions are a part of a regularly taken offering.  
Certain factors make the gift more likely to
be nontaxable: 1) the minister is well 
compensated for his services without these
offerings, or 2) the offering was completely
spontaneous.   

In 1955 an IRS Revenue Ruling stated that a
minister could receive a retirement gift tax-
free if: 1) the payments were not made

under an enforceable
agreement, estab-
lished plan or past
practice; 2) no further

services were required or performed; and 3)
the minister had been adequately compen-
sated for past services rendered. A private
IRS letter retracted this Revenue Ruling
based on the Duberstein decision.  Ministers
who are employees of a church must
include retirement gifts from their employer
as income. Those who are not employees
must still meet the Duberstein tests.  If 
individuals in the congregation make 
spontaneous retirement gifts to a minister
who has been well compensated for his
services, these might pass the test and be
more likely to be nontaxable. Book Briefs

The Awakening  
by Friedrich Zuendel, Plough Publishing, 
160 pages

When Blumhardt, a nineteenth-century pas-
tor from the Black Forest, agreed to counsel a
tormented woman in his parish, all hell
broke loose – literally.  But that was only the
beginning of the drama that ensued.  This
book provides a rare glimpse into how the
eternal fight between the forces of good and
evil plays itself out in the lives of the most
ordinary men and women.  More than that, it
reminds us that those forces still surround us
today, whether we are awake to them or not.

The Awakening is not just a riveting story:
It’s about God breaking in to people’s lives.
Any pastor struggling to believe in the power
of God to change lives will be inspired by
Blumhardt’s faith and in his undaunting con-
viction that “Jesus is victor!"

More Than Meets the Eye 
By Richard Swenson, M.D., NavPress, 
224 pages

Is God watching from a distance?  Or is He
intimately involved in every detail of nature
and the daily aspects of your life?

From a background in medicine and 
the natural sciences, Dr. Richard Swenson
examines the wonders of creation and reveals
a God who, second by second, sustains His
creation in ways we can scarcely comprehend.
Swenson presents the unique details of the
human body and elements of the universe as
revelations of a majestic God whose mastery
of detail is as close as the way our cells 
operate and the way our hearts beat.  We are
led to stand in awe of a God whose genius,
power, sophistication and artistry shout from
each element of our universe.  Swenson 
boldly proclaims that we are a treasured 
creative effort as he interrelates Scripture 
and science to bring us to a deeper and more
personal understanding of our God.

Teri Beyer,
Secretary/Treasurer
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SPECIAL OCCASIONS, RETIREMENT GIFTS.

Warning signs of 
heart failure
At times, heart failure can get
worse rapidly.  It’s very
important that you contact
your doctor if your have one
or more of these symptoms
listed below:

Shortness of breath, even 
during mild activity or 
when at rest
Unusual swelling (edema) 
in the lower legs and 
ankles
Fatigue and weakness
Feeling of suffocation 
while sleeping 
Weight gain from fluid 
retention

What is a stroke?

A stroke is a brain emergency.
It is like a heart attack, and
sometimes is even called a
“brain attack.”  A stroke hap-
pens when a blockage (clot) in
a blood vessel stops the blood
from nourishing the brain, or
when ruptured vessels leak
blood, putting pressure on the
brain.  

Warning signs of 
a stroke
Most people do not recognize
the range of stroke symptoms:

Sudden numbness of 
the face, arm or leg, 
especially on one side 
of the body
Sudden confusion or 
trouble speaking or 
understanding speech
Sudden trouble seeing by 
one or both eyes
Sudden difficulty 
walking; dizziness; loss of 
balance or coordination
Severe headaches with no 
known cause

treasure.  Though I don’t recommend paint-
ing the side of your car, you will be “CB":
Convention Bound!  I am asking you to 
risk the lost time…risk the finances…and
lay claim to an inheritance of a divine
appointment God has for you.

Why go to convention?  Dare to keep read-
ing, and I’ll give you some deeply spiritual
reasons that are not rooted in just organiza-
tional loyalty.  The truth is, I sense unrest in
my inner man about Christian “events.”
The church in America spends millions of
dollars (if not billions) each year hosting
conferences, retreats, seminars, workshops
and conventions.  I know the arguments for
networking and resourcing, equipping and

fellowship.  They are good.  But if all we
accomplish is to preach to and bless one
another, while our neighbors around us
remain lost and destined for hell, then we
are hypocrites, and have embraced the sin
of gluttony…engaged in a self-indulgent
feeding frenzy that makes us fat and
overfed.  And worse, we disobey the Great
Commission of our Lord.

But let us come to convention broken,
repentant and humble…seeking the Lord
because our hearts have grown cold.  Let us
come asking the Holy Spirit to awaken us
from sleep, and burn in our hearts with new
fire for lost people.  

S The very powers of darkness are paralyzed
by prayer.  Oswald Chambers

Only by deep, strong and persistent prayer
can we escape the illusion of self-importance.

Henri J. M. Nouwen

Prayer is the energy that makes us a welcom-
ing place for God’s presence. 

Frank M. Wessling

When your day is hemmed with prayer it is
less likely to unravel.

Seven days without prayer makes one weak.

A Christian sees more on his knees than a
philosopher on his tip toes.

The only way to pray is to pray, and the way
to pray well is to pray much.

Authors Unknown

Revival, according to the records, fills the
churches, crowds the Sunday Schools, raises
up evangelists, calls pastors, recruits mission-
aries, brings in funds, reunites families and
delivers from addictions.  Successful evangel-
ism achieves this in a limited way, but not to
the same extent as an outpouring of the Holy
Spirit upon the whole body of Christ. 

Dr. J. Edwin Orr

To be a missionary evangelist you don’t have
to cross the sea, but you do have to see the
cross.  Tom Clegg

One hundred years from now, it will not mat-
ter what kind of car I drove, what kind of
house I lived in, how much I had in my bank
account nor what my clothes looked like.  But
the world may be a little better because I was
important in the life of a child.  

Author Unknown

Check out four exciting 
new Web sites just for 

church leaders!

www.childrensministry.com
– changing the lives 

of children together

www.youthministry.com
– honkin’ great 

ideas online

www.onlinerev.com 
– lots of stuff for 

pastors

www.forministry.com 
– insightful articles 

from Christian 
leaders and how to 
get a Web site for
your church, 
absolutely FREE

These sites are loaded with
easy-to-do ideas, relevant
information, hundreds of
links, and practical help.  

Your ministry will 
never be the same!

Useful
Internet

Sites
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