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any of you have been asking about the
Rick Warren case in the 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals.  It took a decided turn for the worse
in March of 2002, when the three judge panel
asked for briefs on whether such a provision
was constitu-
tional.  It was
clear the
panel
believed it
was unconstitutional.  Such a finding would
have eliminated the use of a ministers’ hous-
ing allowance in all 9th Circuit states.  

The United States House and Senate
stepped in and passed H.R. 4156 (107th
Session of Congress) which is titled “Clergy
Housing Allowance Clarification Act of

2002.”  The president signed the bill May 20,
2002.  The act amends Section 107(2) of the
Internal Revenue Code to read “In the case of
a minister of the gospel, gross income does
not include - (2) the rental allowance paid to

him as part of his com-
pensation, to the extent
used by him to rent or
provide a home and to
the extent such

allowance does not exceed the fair rental
value of the home, including furnishings and
appurtenances such as a garage, plus the cost
of utilities.”

Each minister must now use this as
his/her standard in determining how much
housing allowance can be claimed.

Book Briefs

Women, God’s Secret Weapon
By Ed Silvoso, Regal Books
152 pages

One might think this is another book for
women, but it’s really a book for leaders.  It’s
especially a must-read for every male leader.

Silvoso’s insights are valuable in two major
areas: 1) the importance of men and women
partnering so the world can be evangelized;
2) scriptural foundations of his thesis.  He
says the “eventual restoration of women
depends on the ongoing restoration of men.”
The author faces controversial passages and
themes head on.  Chapters on spiritual abuse,
bigotry, and headship will challenge some
major paradigms in the church.

Dr. Garnet E. Pike

Conspiracy of Kindness
By Steve Sjogren, Vine Books
236 pages

To read this book is to embark on a journey
that will stir your heart and soul.  Sjogren’s
method of low-risk, high-grace servant evan-
gelism operates on the premise that God is
passionately in love with people.  When we
show that love to unbelievers through unex-
pected acts of service and kindness, they are
drawn to know God better.  Paul spoke of
this in his letter to the Romans: “God’s 
kindness is meant to lead you to repentance”
(Romans 2:4, RSV).  This approach takes the
sting out of evangelism and creates a style of
sharing God’s love that is not only attainable,
but also enjoyable.

Conspiracy of Kindness answers the hows and
whys of servant evangelism and presents some
shortcomings of typical evangelism methods.
The book offers step-by-step guidance on
implementing an outreach lifestyle.

Teri Beyer,
Secretary/Treasurer
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Skin Cancer
Detection and
Prevention

Sun exposure causes almost
90% of all cases of skin can-
cer, the most common cancer
in the United States.  To
reduce your risk, use a sun-
screen with an SPF (sun pro-
tection factor) of at least 15
and reapply every two
hours.  Limit time in the sun,
and wear a wide-brimmed
hat and sunglasses to protect
your eyes.

Source: www.sunsafety.org
www.cdc.gov/cancer/nscpe
p/index.htm 

Giving Blood
Blood banks are in need of
donations all year long.  One
donor can help up to three
people through this safe, rel-
atively easy process.  Here’s
some things to know ahead
of time:
• You must be healthy, at 

least 18 years old.
• The entire process usually 

takes less than an hour.  
Actual time to give blood 
is about 10 minutes.

• The amount of blood 
taken is usually one pint.  
In general, men have
approximately 12 pints 
and women have 10 pints.

Conditions that make it 
necessary for you to wait
include:
• Pregnancy – wait until six 

months after delivery
• Surgery that included a 

blood transfusion – wait 
at least 12 months

• Body piercing or tattoo – 
wait at least 12 months

• Taking antibiotics – wait 
seven days from last dose

• Cold or the flu – wait 
until you’re feeling better.

Let me explain.  I am passionate about the
Church in America.  And more, I am pas-
sionate about unity in the Church.  When I
came to Christ in the mid-sixties, the Full
Gospel Business Men’s movement was
spreading like a prairie fire.  It was not
unusual to visit a meeting attended by
born-again Spirit-baptized Episcopalians,
Methodists, Roman Catholics, Mennonites
and Presbyterians, to name a few.  My 
parents’ basement is still filled with boxes
of old reel-to-reel tapes describing the life-
changing power of Christ’s blood and the
Holy Spirit upon men and women of every
cut and color.  In Matthew 16 the Church
Jesus said He would build has no labels.
Open Bible is not in competition with AG,

Foursquare or Church of God.  I pray for
their expansion and growth.  I try never 
to say a negative word about them 
corporately or individually.  Never!  Why
would I slander my own body?  The
Church is one, and together we can do
more than we can do alone.  Bob must have
picked up on this passion – I was a grateful
participant.

We shared and dreamed, with a sense of
urgency and Holy Ghost unction.  And we
will meet again, I am sure.  But can you
begin to imagine?  What would happen if
under the leadership of the Holy Spirit
multiple movements and ministries 
targeted a single city?  What if six to eight

M
There is nothing the natural man hates 
more than prayer.

Robert Murray M’Cheyne

Do not work so hard for Christ that you
have no strength to pray, for prayer
requires strength.

J. Hudson Taylor

Prayer is the most effective means we 
have for evangelizing our world, reviving
our churches and, most importantly, 
glorifying God.

David Bryant

No one is poor who can by prayer open the
storehouse of God.

Anonymous

As long as there is a human being who
does not know Jesus Christ, I am his 
debtor until he does.

Unknown

While we can choose to be Christians, we
cannot choose to be soul-winners.  Jesus
made that choice for us.  We simply obey,
or disobey.

John Dawson

People can only be loved into the kingdom.
J. B. Phillips

You reap where you did not sow, because
you sowed where you did not reap.  That is
to say, you get some you didn’t ask,
because you asked some you didn’t get.

Mission America Conference

PreachingToday.com, your
sermon research team, 

will help you find the great
illustrations, the practical

applications, and the right
touch of humor for your 

message so you can teach 
confidently and passionately.

Free resources even if you
don’t sign up

Resource
Recap

Promise Keepers 
Pastor’s

Conference
Feb. 18-20, 2003

BankOne Ballpark
Phoenix, AZ

Registration – 
www.promisekeepers.org

Anticipating 55,000 pastors
will attend!
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