
Health
Hints

oo often, the answer is yes.  Many church-
es have no system of internal control.
Internal control is an accounting term indicat-
ing the organization establishes preventive
measures which limit the possibility of
embezzlement.  Following is a list of easily
established procedures which should be in
place in
every church.
This list is a
start, far from
exhaustive.  Taking these precautions is good
stewardship for the protection of God’s
money, not an expression of lack of trust.
1. Separate responsibilities. 

A. At least two ushers (not always the 
same two) should collect and count 
offerings, signing a sheet that lists 
receipts of cash and checks separately.

B. The church bookkeeper/treasurer 
should record the offering and prepare 
a bank deposit.

C. Someone other than the bookkeeper/
treasurer/ushers should deposit 
the offerings.

D. A person other than the bookkeeper/
treasurer/ushers should randomly 
open bank statements once each 
quarter and compare the deposits and

expenditures with the
ushers’ accounting
sheets and with invoices
and receipts 

(time consuming but VERY IMPORTANT).
2. Have an independent, outside accountant 

conduct an annual audit or review.  
Small churches may not be able to afford 
a full audit, but should at least have an 
annual review. 

3. Insure/Bond for risk.  It is possible 
your present insurance does not cover 
embezzlement.  Bonding will require 
background searches on those who handle
the money the most frequently.

Book Briefs

Protecting Your Child in an 
X-Rated World 
by Frank York and Jan LaRue, Tyndale House
307 pages

New!  As the Internet and cable TV are making
porn more easily accessible to kids, parents
must work harder and harder to defend their
children’s innocence. Protecting Your Child in an
X-Rated World is an eye-opening book offering
practical wisdom for guarding children against
pornography and teaching them to make godly
choices about sexuality.

Effective Church Growth Strategies
by Gene Getz and Joe Wall, Word Publishing
262 pages

Getz and Wall argue that our means to 
grow a church must be Bible-driven, not 
success-driven.  The authors write, “We must
not allow our fellowships to become a mile
wide and at the same time be only an inch
deep.”  A church can have all the slick 
programs and high-powered events, but if 
it doesn’t have real love among the people,
the front door will be a revolving door.

Chapter eight is worth the price of the book.
It presents concrete, biblical steps that set 
the stage for growth.  If you’re looking for 
a trendy book on church growth, look 
elsewhere.  If you want a truthful book on
church growth, add this one to your 
collection.

-Reviewed by Tom Lindberg, D.Min., 
senior pastor, First Assembly of God, 
Memphis, Tennessee.

Teri Beyer,
Secretary/Treasurer

CHURCH LAW
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IS EMBEZZLEMENT POSSIBLE 
AT MY CHURCH?

Coffee and
Cholesterol

Participants in a Norway
study who quit drinking 
caffeinated filtered coffee 
for six weeks significantly 
lowered their blood levels 
of cholesterol and the pro-
tein homocysteine.  Both
substances are known risk
factors for heart disease.

Simple Hydration
Habits

• Make it convenient.
Keep a mug at work.  Each
morning fill the mug and
repeat as often as you can
during the day.  

• Make it tasty.  A lot of
people don’t like the taste 
of their local water.  Easy
solution: add a slice of lime,
lemon or orange, or even a
sprig of mint, for a desirable
flavor.

• Take it with you.
Convenience stores have
racks of refrigerated, bottled
waters.  Take advantage.

• Drink in airplanes.  
You can lose a substantial
amount of water during
every hour of air travel.
Frequent fliers say drinking
ample water makes the trip
better.  Limit or eliminate
caffeine.  Dehydration
increases the risk of clots in
the leg veins while flying.

occasions, and is reading a book that will
point her to Christ and help her in this 
crisis.  Soon, I believe, she will joyously
embrace the Savior, rather than doubt
God’s existence.

Now here’s the kicker: if God readies the
seed, we must ready the sickle…ahead of
time…ahead of ripeness.  We are to be 
prepared for harvest.   After all, you never
know when your sister might call     .
Surfers get on their boards, paddling ahead
of a wave before it breaks, so they can catch
its momentum.   Knowing when and where
the harvest will be ready is just as critical
for church leaders as it is for farmers.  

For instance, how many pastors are already
planning a Wednesday evening, September
11, 2002 remembrance/memorial service?
Some businesses are already preparing for
what might be one of the most expansive
news events in our nation’s history.
Televisions, radios, newspapers, and maga-
zines will be clogged with coverage.  Can
you begin to imagine what it will be like on
the first anniversary of 9-11?    Do you rec-
ognize ripeness?  It’s HUGE!  The grain in
God’s fields will be ready for harvest.

Churches should be readying their sickles
now.  Mobilizing intercessors.  Purchasing
as many of the 16¢ Remembrance: Fallen 
but not Forgotten booklets as are needed to

T
Prayer reaches out in love to a dying world
and says, “I care.”

Dick Eastman

I’d rather teach one man to pray than ten
men to preach.

J. H. Jowett

Every man or woman whose life has count-
ed for the church and the Kingdom of God
has been a person of prayer.  You cannot
afford to be too busy to pray.  Jesus spent
many hours in prayer.  If He felt He had to
pray, how much more do we need to pray?

Billy Graham

Whenever the insistence is on the point that
God answers prayer, we are off the track.
The meaning of prayer is that we get hold
of God, not of the answer.

Oswald Chambers

I wish I could send all my workers to hell
for one day, then send them out to work for
God.

William Booth

The task of evangelism cannot be delegated
to the few.  Worship and witness go hand
in hand.  We are all called to worship, and
we are all called to witness in some way.

John R. W. Stott

It’s time for the church to stop depending
solely on tithes and offerings to evangelize
the world.  We need to use the free enter-
prise system to advance the kingdom of
God, encouraging Christian entrepreneurs
to invest more of their business profits in
soul-winning endeavors.

Tim LaHaye

The Evangelical
Environmental Network

(EEN) has launched 
a new website at 

www.healthyfamiliesnow.org.  

You’ll need to look no further 
to find information to help

keep your family and loved
ones safe from health concerns

in the environment.

Resource
Recap

*Receipts as of 3/31/02:

$161,236
*Pledges and offerings 

are still arriving.
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