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Hintshurches are generally tax-exempt entities

and are generally not required to file IRS form
990.  However, the Tax Reform Act of 1969,
Section 511(a)(2)(A) of the Internal Revenue
Code (IRC) subjects all
churches and conven-
tions or associations of
churches to the tax on
unrelated business income.  If a church has
gross income of over $1,000 from an unrelated
business income source, it must file a form 
990-T by the fifteenth day of the fifth month
after the tax year ends.  

Section 512 of the Internal Revenue Code
defines unrelated business income as “the
gross income derived by any organization
from any unrelated trade or business regularly
carried on by it.”  

Section 513 of the Internal Revenue code
defines unrelated trade of business as

“Any trade or business the conduct of
which is not substantially related (aside from
the need of such organization for the income
or funds or the use it makes of the profits

derived) to the exercise or
performance by such 
organization of its 
charitable, educational, or

other purpose or function constituting the
basis for its exemption.”

Therefore, in order for income to be unrelated
business income, it must meet three conditions: 
(1) it must be derived from a trade or business, 
(2) the trade or business must be regularly carried
on, and (3) the trade or business must not be 
substantially related to exempt purposes.

In the next articles each of these 
requirements will be addressed as will all
exceptions to what is considered unrelated
business income.

Teri Beyer,
Secretary/Treasurer

(Part I)UNRELATED BUSINESS INCOME

Simple Steps for
Lowering Cholesterol

For people battling high 
cholesterol, choosing meals
wisely can be a challenge.
However, making dietary 
modifications that cut out the
bad stuff while still allowing
you to enjoy your meals is 
possible and relatively easy.

Reduce saturated fat.  The 
richest sources of saturated fat (fat
that is usually solid at room tem-
perature) in the diet are red meat
and dairy foods.  Substitute soy
protein for animal protein, and try
non-fat versions of dairy products.

Avoid trans-fat.  If “partially
hydrogenated oil” is found in the
ingredient list on food labels 
(especially snack foods), try baked
or air-popped versions of those
treats instead.

Use fresh garlic regularly in
your meals.  Garlic has been
shown to help lower cholesterol
levels.

Drink green tea daily.  The
antioxidants in green tea help
lower cholesterol and prevent the
cholesterol in your blood from oxi-
dizing.

Eat plenty of soluble fiber.  The
best sources are beans and lentils,
apples, citrus fruits, oats, barley,
peas, carrots, and freshly ground
flaxseed.

And don’t forget one of the 
best ways to lower cholesterol
levels: exercise regularly and
maintain a healthy weight.
Your doctor can provide 
you with diet and exercise 
recommendations specific to
your situation.

Taken from “Tips from Dr. Weil”

prayer covenants with the Lord, dreams or
New Year’s resolutions?  I think so – or maybe I
should say Bobb Biehl and I can.  

I first met Bobb in 1990 ... he was the consultant
Open Bible President Ray Smith and our
national board hired to assist OBC with its first
national strategic planning process.  Bobb came
with sterling credentials, including serving on
Dr. James Dobson’s Focus on the Family board.
He was (is) an executive mentor of CEOs for
large organizations and churches.  Among the
many leadership principles he espoused, one
was his conviction that “no problem has ever
been solved without asking questions.”

Bobb reasoned the better we are at asking 
questions – and specifically the right questions
– the better our chances will be of solving 
problems and achieving goals.  In a chapter of
H.B. London’s edited book, Refresh, Renew,

Revive, Bobb insists those of us overwhelmed
by challenges of any kind can find help by 
asking questions that “clear our heads about
what the next steps might be.”  He argues, 
“A lot of people don’t have a system to help
them refocus their life.”  He then suggests ten
questions that will help anyone at any age
regain focus.

1. What is my single greatest strength?
2. What three decisions are causing me 

the greatest stress?
3. What is overwhelming me?
4. What impassable roadblock has 

me stuck?
5. If I could only do three things in my 

lifetime, what would they be?
6. What should I resign from or drop out of?
7. What can I postpone – be it for a month, 

three months, or indefinitely?

C
The secret of praying is praying in secret.

Leonard Ravenhill

O, let the place of secret prayer become to me
the most beloved spot on earth.

Andrew Murray

The secret of all failure is our failure to secret
prayer.

The Kneeling Christian

But when you pray, go into your room, close
the door and pray to your Father, who is
unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is
done in secret, will reward you.

Matthew 6:6 (NIV)

The greatest life in this world [will] stand
between the living and the dead and beat the
devil while some souls come to Christ.  

Paul Rader, 1879-1938, 20th Century 
evangelist and pioneer of Christian 
radio broadcasting

Tell them about the Lamb of God till you can
tell them no more.  

Nikolaus Ludwig Von Zinzendorf, 
1700-1760, father of the Moravian 
missionary movement

This redemptive invitation of God demands a
verdict ... man has to decide ... has to give an
answer.  If he believes, he is saved; if he
rejects, he is lost.  

Stephen Olford, 1918-2004.  Billy 
Graham calls him “the man who most 
influenced my ministry.”
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STEWARDSHIP  STORIES

ESTATE  PLANNINGResource
Recap

Very useful Web sites ... 

Easier travel: Find out about
road conditions, traffic delays,
and weather-related problems

before you leave home.
www.fhwa.dot.gov/trafficinfo

Insurance smarts: Compare
prices and policies for auto,
home, life, dental and other

types of insurance.  Top-rated
by Forbes.  www.insure.com

Today in history:  Find out
what happened on any day of

the year – including births,
deaths, and major events.

www.scopesys.com/anyday

Family tree:  Outstanding
directory of Web sites for 

tracing your ancestry.
www.genealogyspot.com

Vacation planning:  How to
reach country, state, and local

tourist offices around the
world.  www.towd.com

Book Briefs

The Volunteer Revolution
By Bill Hybels, Zondervan

In this new book, Bill Hybels taps into a
trend that secular culture seems to have
embraced of late – and applies it to the
church in a biblical and relevant manner.

He argues that the traditional paradigm of
ministry leadership must be adjusted from
the pulpit to the pew.  Hybels combines his
years of successful experience with a sound
biblical case for involving all saints in 
ministry.  Rather than allowing the word
“ministry” to mean “paid staff,” he 
reinforces the crucial concept of a 
“congregation of volunteers.”

Willow Creek’s examples allow readers to
see workable methods.  Hybels includes key
lessons for launching volunteer service,
offering practical suggestions about how to
motivate and appreciate volunteers.

Reviewed by Chris Maxwell, Ministries Today

The Jesus Enterprise
Engaging the culture to reach the
unchurched - By Kent Hunter, Abingdon

The New Spirit Café is a “hip kind of spiritual
oasis-cum-eatery designed to feed the souls –
and stomachs – of those who may be 
disillusioned by organized religion.”  As one of
200 models in Kent Hunter’s book, the Café at
Marble Collegiate Church in New York City
embodies “enterprise ministry”: “identifying
and meeting felt needs in the culture, genuinely
caring for others, building relationship bridges,
and communicating the gospel in a relevant
way.”  Many ministry examples are outside
usual bounds: funeral home, medical clinic, little
league, micro-loan bank, nonprofit construction
firm, senior housing, Burger King franchise.

Every church has a posture to the culture
around them.  “A healthy posture allows God to
accomplish God’s purposes in and through you.
An incorrect posture creates difficult, and 
sometimes painful, problems.”  He describes the
transformation from ignoring to engaging 
culture.  “Without engagement, (worship) is
irrelevant ... Relevance is not an option.”

Reviewed by Keith Buist, Evergreen Park, Illinois




