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onuses paid to ministers or staff members
are income. (Treasury Regulation 1.61-
2(a)(1).
Christmas or
other special
occasion gifts
for a birth-
day, anniversary or pastor appreciation are
most probably income.  Although Section
102 of the IRS Code states that gifts are not
income, an employer cannot make a gift to
an employee (especially not a non-profit
employer) unless the value of the gift is
very small, like a turkey or a ham.  Any
“gift” made to a minister out of church
funds, for whatever reason, is income.
Members, on the other hand, may make tax-
free gifts to ministers if no concerted effort
was made by the church to solicit or collect
those funds.

If gifts are funded through contributions to
the church, are entered onto the church

books, and members
are given a charitable
contribution for the
gifts, these are
income to the minis-

ter.  A church can collect an all-cash offering
with the express understanding that all
funds collected will go directly to the minis-
ter, bypass the church books, and the donors
will not receive a charitable contribution.  
It is POSSIBLE, but not ABSOLUTE, that
these are gifts.  In my next column I will
delineate the necessary attributes which
would turn these monies into gifts and also
talk about retirement gifts. All income
whether from salary or “gifts” must be
entered on a minister’s W-2 form.

Book Briefs

Hearing God, Developing a
Conversational Relationship  
by Dallas Willard, InterVarsity Press, 
228 pages

“Willard wonderfully encourages us to listen
for God’s voice and then to respond and
obey.  This is a book of great encouragement
with helpful insights into the arena of God’s
direction for daily living.”  Ted W. Engstrom, 
president emeritus, World Vision

“The best book on divine guidance I have
ever read.  I recommend it highly.”  Richard
Foster, author of Celebration of Discipline

“Few books have challenged me like this one.
I would urge every serious-minded Christian
to read it… at your own risk.”  Bill Hybels,
author of Too Busy Not to Pray

The Disconnected Generation 
by Josh McDowell, Word Publishing, 
219 pages

McDowell’s The Disconnected Generation is a
radical addition to his earlier work Right 
from Wrong.  

“If I were asked to identify the core reason that
our young people are succumbing to the lure
of a godless culture and lashing out with rage,
I would say that it is that they feel alone, dis-
connected, and unsure of who they really are.”

McDowell claims “rules minus [healthy] rela-
tionships equals rebellion” while “rules plus
[healthy] relationships equals positive [con-
nectedness to God, self and others].”  He offers
practical suggestions for connecting with
youth in their disappointments, their relational
losses, their conflicts, and their dating relation-
ships and sexuality.

“Most young people who become Christians
today do so not because they believe
Christianity to be true or credible, but because
they feel it is the best option they have found
to date.”  If we are to impact this generation
for Christ we will have to love them to truth.

Teri Beyer,
Secretary/Treasurer CHURCH LAW
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Tips for Preventing
Memory Loss
Forgetfulness has prompted
neurologists, psychologists,
psychiatrists and other spe-
cialists to come up with ways
to prevent memory loss.  A
major cause of forgetfulness is
having too much on one’s
mind.  “Too many pieces on
the plate, too many things to
do and no time to do it” is a
common mantra of today’s
society.  With cell phones,
computers, email, Web pages,
and other modern technology,
we have worked ourselves
into a non-stop frenzy where
we can work 24 hours a day.

The following tips can help.
“Use it or lose it” is the bot-
tom line:

1. Focus on listening more and
talking less. Listening requires
greater concentration.

2. Avoid hanging around nega-
tive people. Positive thinking
stimulates the brain as well as
brightens your day.

3. Stick to a healthy diet of
protein foods, fruit and veggies.
It gives you brain power.

4. Avoid high fat foods. Fat
clogs the arteries that supply
blood to the brain.

5. Take vitamins, especially
vitamin E, zinc and Ginko
Baloba. Some tests show 
this can help memory and
slow aging.

6. Read, read, read and do
crossword puzzles. It’s exercise
for the brain.

7. Plan activities with 
others. Socialization offsets
brain laziness.

8. Avoid unnecessary 
medication.

9. Maintain a daily exercise 
and workout schedule. It
improves blood circulation 
to the brain.

wells of truth and underground rivers of
life. At times its pages are God-breathed,
eclipsing all other leadership literature.
Why?  Because Sanders elevates “spirituali-
ty” as the preeminent criteria for leadership
in ministry, posturing it as the only founda-
tion on which leadership in the church can
be initiated and sustained. 

I cannot improve on what Sanders says, but
I am praying about the very real need for
Open Bible leaders to experience a fresh
baptism of the Spirit.  For as Sanders
exclaims, “Personality is the prime factor in
natural leadership….The spiritual leader,
however, influences others, not by the
power of his own personality alone, but by
that personality irradiated, interpenetrated
and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  Because
he permits the Holy Spirit undisputed 

control of his life, the Spirit’s power can
flow unhindered through him to others.”  

I will let Sanders speak for himself:

• “Until the Spirit descended upon Jesus 
at His baptism, He created no stir in 
Nazareth, but then events of world-
shaking importance began to happen.”

• “There is no such thing as a self-made 
spiritual leader.  He is able to influence 
others spiritually only because the 
Spirit is able to work in and through 
him to a greater degree than in those 
whom he leads.”

• “Church history teaches that in the hour 
of full surrender the Holy Spirit releases 
gifts and qualities that have long 
remained dormant.  It is the prerogative 

B There is not in the world a kind of life more
sweet and delightful than that of a continual
conversation with God.

Brother Lawrence

Where was the Church born?  Not in a
preaching or teaching session, but in a prayer
meeting.

You never learn how to pray except in
prayer.

Jim Cymbala

Revival is not what happens to the lost; it is
what happens to praying people of God.

Dr. Henry Blackaby

If God granted all the silly prayers I’ve made
in my life, where should I be now?

I must often be glad that certain past prayers
of my own were not granted.

C. S. Lewis

Jesus said, "Go," but the church through self-
ishness and indifference has refused to obey.
We try to substitute "write," "send," or "give,"
for "go."  We try to salve our conscience by
turning over the task of "going" to someone
else and giving languidly for their support.
Of course, we must send where we cannot
go.  But because we can’t go across the world
does not excuse us for refusing to go across
the street.

R. C. Foster

If we all become more Christlike, we shall
not need any other bait.

Frank Crossley

There is not the slightest hint in the New
Testament that evangelism is the special 
prerogative or responsibility of office bearers.
We are to be burdened for men’s souls not
because any office requires it of us but
because we are Christians.

Ian H. Murray

1. Phone directory for the
U.S. Find any listed phone

number in the U.S. fast.  You
can also enter a phone num-

ber and do a reverse search to
identify whose number it is.

www.anywho.com

2. Find the right word
online. This online 

dictionary/thesaurus resolves
writing questions on the spot.

www.dictionary.com

3. Email address directory.
Enter a name and chances are

good – not certain – this site
will find your party.

www.whowhere.lycos.com

4. Address financial ques-
tions and needs. Compare

credit cards, banks and
answer many other financial
questions at Quicken, which

has become a potent one-stop
financial answer center.

www.quicken.com

5. Cut shipping costs.
Obtain an on-the-spot com-

parison of FedX, UPS and
other major carriers’ shipping

charges by entering weight,
origin, destination and desired

arrival time of your package.
www.iship.com

Useful
Internet

Sites
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