
  he Independent Sector has developed a checklist 
to aid non-profit organizations in developing a 
policy of accountability, transparency and integrity.  
If churches do not have such a policy in place, it is 
easy to slip into harmful, 
even forbidden actions 
unconsciously or even 
unknowingly.  Please 
examine this list carefully.  If you would like more 
information about any of the areas mentioned, 
you may contact this office or go to www.
independentsector.org.  Following are some of 
the areas mentioned that are particularly 
applicable to churches.

1. Adopt a statement of values and code of ethics.
2. Adopt a conflict of interest policy.  (The Internal 
Revenue Service has been increasingly concerned 
about this area.  Remember no employee, member, 
or organization controlled by an employee or 
member of a 501(c)(3) corporation can 

benefit from the assets of the corporation except 
as reasonable salary and benefits.  If a church is 
audited by the IRS, your church will be expected 
to have such a policy or be willing to put forward 

a reasonable explanation 
why the church has no 
such policy.)
3. Conduct independent 

financial reviews regularly.
4. Create a policy on reporting suspected 
misconduct or malfeasance.
5. Keep up with the law regarding non-profits.  
(Senior pastors, you are expected to know 
and abide by those laws.  Ignorance will not  
be an excuse.)

Pastors, please don’t ignore the business side of 
your responsibilities in the magnitude of your 
ministry responsibilities.  Preventive policies put in 
place can help avoid common pitfalls.

Teri Beyer, Secretary/
Treasurer

ACCOUNTABILITY CHECKLIST

Desperate, he prayed.  Soon thereafter an ice 
cooler came floating by.  It contained cold 
sandwiches and fresh water!  He said, “I 
told the Lord that day I would never miss a 
Sunday church service again.”

Joel and I approached one young man and 
asked what we could pray for.  “My ear is 
deaf,” he said. I responded, “It’s your right ear 
isn’t it?”  (I had gotten a word of knowledge 
while driving to the camp.)  He said that it 
was.  I prayed for him and his ear opened 
instantly.  He said people in his church had 
told him that some day it was going to open.  
Today was the day!

Other team members also reported confirmed 
healings.

 1) A man with surgery on both knees 
 was diagnosed with arthritis.  It was 
 painful to move, bend, jump...even walk.  
 He was noticeably better after prayer. 

 2) A woman had her left leg amputated 
 nearly a year ago.  Since then she has 
 had uncontrollable, spontaneous muscle  
 spasms that cause great pain.  Her 
 spasms and pain increased the more we 
 prayed.  We led her through forgiveness 
 prayers for her children who “abandoned,” 
 “abused,” and, “manipulated” her.  When 
 we prayed for her again the pain stopped.
 
 3) Other afflictions God chose to heal 
 included jaw and tooth pain; shoulder, 
 arm, and hand pain/weakness on left side 
 (it went away immediately with full 
 function and strength restored); and 
 headache and sinus pain.

Our Open Bible Fellowship ministered for 
1 1⁄2 hours, then shared stories of God’s 
greatness to heal people who were destitute 
and homeless.  It was a good day in the 
kingdom of God!
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Katrina
Relief

Though not an exhaustive 
list of reputable relief 

ministries, these 
organizations were 

early responders.  

Samaritan’s Purse – 
www.samaritanspurse.org

World Relief – 
www.worldrelief.org

Somebody Cares – 
www.somebodycares.org

Convoy of Hope – 
www.convoyofhope.org

The Salvation Army – 
www.salvationarmyusa.org

World Vision – 
www.worldvision.org

Ken Gaub World 
Wide Ministries – 

www.kengaub.com
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