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    he Internal Revenue Service is increasing its 
review of tax exempt 501(c)(3) organizations in the 
following areas:

1. Private Inurement, which proscribes 
unreasonable transactions with “insiders” (defined 
as directors and officers who have a vote or 
conduct the general business of the organization.)  
Remember no asset of a 501(c)(3) corporation 
can inure to the benefit of any director, officer or 
employee of the corporation except as reasonable 
salary and benefits.  The assets of 501(c)(3) 
corporations must be used to achieve the mission 
of the corporation and for 
no other purpose.

2. Private Benefit, 
which proscribes unreasonable transactions 
with any person or entity.  Again, all reasonable 
transactions of a church will be those made in the 
achievement of the corporations stated religious 
purposes.

3. Excess benefit transactions are 
prohibited.  The IRS has categorized the following 

as AUTOMATIC excess benefit transactions:  
provision of residences, vehicles, corporate charge 
cards on which personal charges are made, even if 
those charges are later repaid, cell phones with any 
personal use, personal use of computers, spousal 
travel and low interest or no interest loans.  

4. Political Campaign Activity.  Public 
charities are not allowed to participate in political 
campaign activities at all, ever, to any degree.  
The IRS investigated 110 cases of alleged political 
campaign violations in 2005.  They issued 55 

written advisories and 
revoked three tax exemptions 
in those cases.  At least 30 
cases still remain open and 

many more will follow.  (In their private capacity, 
ministers are not prohibited from participating in 
political campaigns.  Churches may register voters 
and influence legislation, but they may not use a 
substantial part of their assets in so doing.)

Be careful how you utilize God’s money and His 
pulpit.  Always remember your mission.

Teri Beyer, Secretary/
Treasurer

WHAT CURRENTLY INTERESTS THE IRS 
REGARDING 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATIONS?

Managing Stress 
Through Breath
Unhealthy stress can wreak 
havoc on your body and mind.  
One way to manage stress is 
through breath work.  This 
exercise is simple.  Sit with 
your back straight.  Place the 
tip of your tongue against the 
ridge of tissue just behind 
your upper front teeth, and 
keep it there through the 
entire exercise.

•  Exhale completely through 
 your mouth, making a 
 whoosh sound.
•  Close your mouth and 
 inhale quietly through 
 your nose to a mental count 
 of four.
•  Hold your breath for a 
 count of seven.
•  Exhale completely through 
 your mouth, making a 
 whoosh sound to a count 
 of eight.
•  This is one breath.  Now 
 inhale again and repeat the 
 cycle three more times for a 
 total of four breaths.

Note that you always inhale 
quietly through your nose and 
exhale audibly through your 
mouth.  The tip of your tongue 
stays in position the whole 
time.  Exhalation takes twice 
as long as inhalation.  The 
ratio of 4:7:8 is important.  
With practice you can slow it 
all down and begin inhaling 
and exhaling more and more 
deeply.
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and loss than expected (of people, time, and 
resources), and did little to better accomplish 
mission.

So why take the risk? Because Open Bible 
leaders have a holy discontent with the status 
quo. Because God spoke to our movement from 
Jeremiah chapter one “to root out, and to pull 
down...to build and to plant.” Because men and 
women with sacrificial faith like Josiah (2 Kings 
23), Nehemiah, Esther, Peter (Acts 10), and 
Paul (Acts 15, 16) changed history by doing it 
differently – by restructuring. Because Open 
Bible must do, and should do, everything it can 
do, to transform the culture of our churches 
from maintenance to mission.

If we do not do these things, people will go to 

hell on our watch. That is unacceptable. May 
God grant us courage and grace to go upstream 
against the current of Western church culture, 
and lead us to harvest fruitfulness. Amen.

Our restructure process will mature in phases. 
Some phases will overlap. We are well into 
(and nearing completion of) Phase One. The 
recommendations coming from it, if approved, 
will amend our organizational culture 
primarily in the way we select leadership...and 
empower leaders to lead. Historically, Open 
Bible has elected most of its leaders. Under 
the new recommendations, except for the 
president (who would still be elected), most 
Open Bible leaders would now be appointed 
by their spiritual covering/authority (usually a 
board), followed by a ratification process 

Prayer is God’s invitation to enter His throne 
room so He can lay His agenda over our 
hearts.
 Henry & Norman Blackaby

I have so much to do that I spend several 
hours in prayer before I am able to do it.
  John Wesley

When a Christian shuns fellowship with other 
Christians, the devil smiles.  When he stops 
studying the Bible, the devil laughs.  When he 
stops praying, the devil shouts for joy.
  Corrie Ten Boom

If you can’t pray a door open, don’t pry it 
open.
  Lyell Rader

We never pray for folks we gossip about, and 
we never gossip about the folks for whom we 
pray!  For prayer is a great deterrent.
  Leonard Ravenhill

It is the duty of every Christian to be Christ to 
his neighbor.
  Martin Luther
Some want to live within the sound of a 
church or a chapel bell; I want to run a rescue 
shop within a yard of hell.
  C.T. Studd
God uses people to perform His work.  He 
does not send angels.  Angels weep over it, 
but God does not use angels to accomplish 
His purposes.  He uses burdened, broken-
hearted weeping men and women.
  David Wilkerson
While women weep, I’ll fight; while children 
go hungry, I’ll fight; while men go to prison, 
in and out, I’ll fight; while there is a drunkard 
left, while there is a poor lost girl upon the 
streets, while there remains one dark soul 
without the light of God, I’ll fight – I’ll fight to 
the very end!
  William Booth
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Eyewitness accounts of 
Azusa Revival, Azusa 

Street timeline, and more 
Azusa history.  Go to 

www.enrichmentjournal.ag.org 
and click on current issue.

Focus on the Family’s 
information related to issues 

like depression, addictions, 
transitions, stress and much, 

much more.  
Good for Christians 

and non-Christians.  Visit 
www.troubledwith.com.

All your telephone numbers 
(including cell numbers) 

should be registered 
with the government’s 

do-not-call list, says privacy 
expert Beth Givens.  Go to 

www.donotcall.gov or call 
1-888-382-1222.

One in ten church 
volunteers has a 

criminal record.  Reduce 
your risk, Visit www.

churchvolunteercentral.com.

         Book Briefs
Revolution YM: The Complete 
Guide to High-Impact Youth 
Ministry
by Ron Luce
Cook Communications Ministries
461 pages

Follow this guide to high-impact youth 
ministry and you can double, triple, or 
grow your youth group ten times its 
size – without burning YOURSELF out!  
Revolution YM comes with a CD-ROM 
to help you customize your battle plan 
– from dreaming to planning, to building.  
Thousands of youth pastors have already 
seen God work powerfully through these 
proven strategies!  Get your hands on 
Revolution YM and the battle to save this 
generation will be won!

(Part one of a two-part article)

On the Wings of a Dove: An African 
Missionary Odyssey
by Grant H. Moore
Aventine Press
534 pages

From humble beginnings as a farm boy in 
southern Iowa, our own Grant Moore traces his 
passage to missionary in the villages of French 
West Africa.  Grant, Wilma, and their three 
children served in the predominantly Islamic 
country of Guinea.  The joys and heartaches 
experienced by this American family in their 
efforts to evangelize this virgin field and 
give birth to the church are recounted with 
compassion and humor.  Despite the expulsion 
of missionaries from Guinea in 1967, the 
Moores were able to return for short periods 
of time.  Never losing their love for the people 
or passion for the country, the Moores were 
able to return on successive visits following the 
death of the dictator in 1984.  The Moores’ son 
Tom and daughter-in-law Sherry, along with 
their boys, resumed full-time service in Guinea 
in 1987.
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