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R ather than listening to music or talk radio in my car, I normally prefer CDs of
scripture. Not sermons, but one of those resonant baritone voices reading nothing
but the Bible. I have found a relentless diet of the Word quickens my spirit, shapes
my character, purifies my mind, and keeps revelation fresh and flowing.
But on this particular morning in the mid 1990s I had a Christian radio station on;
FEATURED IN they were interviewing C. Peter Wagner. The context was clear: The “church
THIS ISSUE: growth” movement was dying after twenty years at center stage, in spite of
books, conferences, seminars on breaking numerical barriers, and an array of
Financial expert speakers.
Restructure
Prayer & Wagner, who was invested heavily in the church growth movement, was direct. He
Evangelism said something like this: “The church growth movement has failed. After pouring
. myself into the principles of church growth for two decades, there is no reliable
S LR research to show we have made a difference. The USA church is in decline.”
Gr(a;?,:éﬂi%t Then Wagner made a statement I have never forgotten, and one which I have come

to deeply embrace. Again, not his exact words, but he said something like this: “We
should have been investing our resources, our
energy, and our prayers into the New Testament
pattern of church planting.”
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as though all of heaven and earth heard. For
more than a decade now denominations, church
associations, and a few apostolic and mega
church leaders have caught the vision for church
planting. Open Bible is among them.

I thank God for church planters. I honor their
faith and sacrifice! They are a rare breed, and
planting churches is a lonely, difficult task. I
know; I have done it. And I thank God for
local pastors and churches that have the vision
and courage to “birth” church plants. May
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God shapes the world by prayer. The

prayers of God’s saints are the capital stock

of heaven by which God carries on His
great work upon the earth.

Whatever keeps me from prayer, solitude,

and the Bible, however good it appears,
is my enemy if I am to be God’s devoted
friend and follower.

It is of course possible to dance a prayer.

No one is a firmer believer in the power of
prayer than the devil; not that he practices

it, but he suffers from it.

The greatest thing anyone can do for God

and man is to pray.

World” (name of the annual tracking
report). This simple, one-page report,
was designed by pastors, and is to be
sent to regions one time each year. After
the regions review them, the reports are
forwarded to the national office where
they are collated and meaningful data is
extracted. The national board reviews
only the compiled data, not that of
individual churches. (Reminder: The
annual report is now required of senior
pastors for credential renewal.)

Two-hundred five reports were received
this year from a possible 293 affiliated
churches. Average church attendance in
the month of December was 105, with the
highest being 1,460 and the lowest under
10. There were 4,771 reported decisions or
rededications to Christ — that’s an average
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As long as there are millions destitute of
the Word of God and knowledge of Jesus
Christ, it will be impossible for me to
devote time and energy to those who have
both.

People who don’t believe in missions have
not read the New Testament. Right from
the beginning Jesus said the field is the
world.

“Not called!” did you say? “Not heard the
call,” I think you should say. Put your ear
down and hear Him bid you pull sinners
out of the fire of sin. Go stand by the gates
of hell, and hear the damned entreat you
not to come there.

By Earl K. Dukes
187 pages

In his new book, Perhaps, former Open Bible
pastor and leader Earl Dukes provides guidance
and comfort to believers searching for answers
to the lingering question, “Why?”

“Perhaps” is a word that suggests there are
answers. It is a harbinger of possibility, faith,
and answered prayer — so why do so many
prayers go unanswered, so many promises
unfulfilled?

In Earl’s own words, “Perhaps is a very simple
uncomplicated endeavor to give a few possible
answers to what seems to be powerless
Christian believing. It will lift your faith and
help you trust God for a miracle. At the same
time it will fine tune your life to be in harmony
with the will and ways of God.”

If you leave your home
in a hurry due to a flood,
fire, tornado, hurricane,
or earthquake take these
emergency evacuation
essentials:

originals or copies of
homeowners or renter’s
policies and policies for
vehicles, life and other
coverage. Make sure you
have your insurance agent
contact information.

of all family
members and pets, in case
you become separated.

detailing
health conditions and
immunizations.

including copies or
originals of passports, birth
certificates, wills, powers
of attorney, and medical
directives.

including account numbers
and contact information for
investment and banking
accounts.

plus proof
of ownership.

You can create an
emergency evacuation kit
by compiling necessary
items and storing them

in a self-sealing plastic

bag. Keep the bagina
fireproof box that is readily
accessible and easy to carry
in an emergency.
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