
 8-9	The Lights That 
	 Never Were
By Jim Dixon 
What would prompt three hikers to 
risk their lives in a search for hikers 
they were not sure existed? The 
answer will surprise you.

 12	A Plentiful
	H arvest
By Greg Roberts 
The term “sacrificial obedience” takes 
on a deeper meaning when we look 
at the lives of our brothers and sisters 
who so faithfully serve our Lord in 
spite of continued persecution down 
through the years.

   7	 I Wrote for the 
	 Wrong Reasons 	
By Pearl Griffith
God uses a tragic fire to teach one writer 
a lesson about hoarding His insights.

Message
of the Open Bible

    My mom 
assigned each of 
my four siblings 
and me names with 
the initials “A.P.” 
at birth, after the 
Associated Press. My 
uncle, for whom she 
worked, edited and 

published our small-town newspaper. I loved stopping 
by his shop after school, breathing in the smell of 
newspaper ink, perusing the cartoons taped all over 
the counter, and feeling the constant rhythm of the 
press. His uplifting column, “Good Things,” by Cliff 
Elmore, was always the first item I read. So it should 
not have surprised me when I started to seriously 
consider writing. 
	 Suddenly a single mom at age 30 with small 
children, my dreams for ministry as I had envisioned 
it had been shattered. Missions or pastoral 
appointments were out of the question. Though God 
provided miraculously, any job with adequate pay 
(with my theology degree) was not easy to come by. 
So, how could I minister to others?
	 God reminded me that writing could be done 
any place at any time, even when the kids were in 

bed. And my marital status wouldn’t matter. Writing 
courses could be taken by correspondence. The road 
was not easy. Between working a paying job (writing 
is not usually a well-paying venture), raising kids, 
and church participation, writing got pushed aside, 
until the Lord – in His time – opened doors. And 
amazingly, God has used me as a vessel to encourage 
others – at least I hope!
	 Of course I would love to give writing more time. 
Opportunities abound, from letters to the editor 
(which reach a broad audience), to magazines and 
books, to one’s own memoirs. Think of all God has 
done in your life and the lessons He has taught 
you. How sad if that history were lost to your 
children, or to theirs. 
	 God revealed Himself to us through the written 
word, knowing better than to rely on the memory and 
interpretations of man. Today we can read the same 
words He spoke to Moses – words recorded through 
human vessels, scribes. Although the Bible is God’s 
authoritative Word, He still wants to speak to His 
creation. As He has done throughout history, He may 
choose to use a human vessel. Could that be you?
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  4	 Could Writing Be 
	 in Your Future?
By Jan Kolb
A busy grandma, chaplain, and 
newspaper columnist challenges others 
to look beyond the pulpit as a platform 
for ministry.

  5	 The Enduring 
	 Power of the 
Written Word 
Randall Kittle
Randall shares amazing examples of 
the pervasiveness, persistence, and 
power of the written word.
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  6	 The Power of 
	 Cyber Words 
By Joanne Campe
Are you too old to twitter? That’s what 
one woman thought until the Lord 
showed her the potential for influence.
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